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I - Attention passengers:

Prepare to explore the vocabulary,

e i
—_

barriers hidden within Viktor

B
G Navorski's extraordinary layover.
0 . Keep your notes handy and enjoy
- » the journey.
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Arrival: The Incident: The Crack: The Layover:
Viktor Navorski arrives at JFK A sudden military coup erupts in Viktor is legally unacceptable— Viktor survives for months by learning
Airport from Eastern Europe Krakozhia. The US invalidates unable to enter New York or return English, working under the tabie, making
(Krakczhia). ey his passport. home. He is banished to the terminal friends, and pursuing a
(7’,;;?{?95 T .\ International Transit Lounge. mysterious promise kept in a peanut can.
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Connecting
Characte

Flights:

.'-".
Enrique Cruz

(Food Services)

Trades food for Viktor's help in
wooing Officer Torres, demonstrating
how shared goals overcome cultural

differences

Resilient, isolated,
language learner

Gupta Rajan |
(Janitor)

Paranoid and isolated; initially
suspects Viktor is a CIA spy before
becoming fiercely loyal

i > Flight

Viktor Navorski: |
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Frank Dixon
] | (Customs Director)
; - Obsessed with rules and promotion:

l views Viktor as a bureaucratic
nuisance to be deported

| AIRLINE S

Amelia Warren
(Flight Attendant)
A romantic interest trapped in a

cycle of toxic relationships; struggles
to accept genuine affection
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‘Survival H
Viktor’s Acquisition Strategy
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Comparative Reading
He acquires two copies of the
same city guidebook—one In
English and one in 73
Krakozhian—comparing the
vocabulary side-by-side to
crack the code.

Media Immersion Y
Viktor watches the airport TV Yy
news reporting on Krakozhia.
He uses phonetics to match  /
spoken words with the
scrolling text captions.
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Real-World Application & < High-Stakes Motivation
He actively converses with the | He pushes himself to learn X,

specific conversational English |
like asking for “a bite to eat") |
to connect with Amelia. e

P ~terminal staff, absorbing their
slang, idioms, and varied accents
(Indian, Spanish, New York).




In a nutshell

Literal Meaning Figurative Context

Inside the shell
of a nut

Summarized briefly
and clearly

Dixon explains the
complex military coup in
Krakozhia in a nutshell.

Catch and
release

A fishing practice
of returning caught
fish to the water

Letting someone go so
they become
someone else’s
problem

Dixon deliberately leaves
the doors unguarded,
hoping Viktor will run and
become a police issue.

Rooting for the

home team

Cheering for the
local sports team

Supporting oneself;
Indulging In
self-destructive habits

Amelia uses this to
describe her inability to -

break away from toxic,4> | *

familiar relationships. {- ."‘a;;_,:
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Item (Term)

. Fall through
the cracks

Phrasal Verb

) Phrasal Verb

Definition

lgnered by a system

I’-:-. ;

Te end a relatlenshlp
e pog g

1 Amelia admits she is weltmg fora

& CUSTOMS DECLARATION: PHRASAL VERBS & SLANG
HR =D -

ﬁ be mlseed or "
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Termlnal Context

Dlxen explams that Viktor has fallen i
through a crack in immigration law,
meklng hlm legally uneeeeptehle

-l.'l'.L:u. -

phone call and cannot break it off
with her married boyfriend.

A bite to eel

“A crazy or
irrational person

Amelia apologizes for venting to
Viktor, saying she must sound like
a complete nut job.

Colloquialism

A small meal

word order, asking Amelia for an’
‘eat to bite’ before gettlng it nght




I PASSPORT CONTROL: ANALYZING VIKTOR'S GRAMMAR |

NEW YORK CITY
TONIGHT.

\ .\ (Missing Future Tense /«,
Auxlilawand r. I

| [CAN | HELP YOU?
£\ |(Missing Modal Auxiliary
3\~ \ for polite requests)

(Missing Def nite
Article)




. -
.I. Baggage Claim: Unpacking Metaphors

= The Crack | w’i 2’ 5 _f Sensible Shoes -

- Dixon describes Viktor as falling into @’ = | - - Amelia breaks her expensive demgner heel
crack in the szstem It represents and Viktor buys her sensible shoes. This

" E— bureaucratic loopholes and the feeling of - il " _ | physically represents a choice: the painful, |

being trapped between two worlds— - ; | 1 glamorous illusion of her toxic relatlanshlp

neither a citizen nor an alien. ml | | . vs. the practical, supportive reality of Viktor.
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The Peanut Can
Initially a mystery, the can holds the
- jazz photograph. It symbolizes hope,
family legacy, and a sacred promise

to his father that keeps Viktor
anchored amidst the chaos.



. SECURITY GHECKPOINT: DIAGNOSING COMMUNICATION BARRIERS ¢
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The Incident: Dixon tries to
explain the Krakozhian coup using
an apple and potato chips.

The Failure: Viktor completely
misses the geopolitical reality,
thinking Dixon is just offering

him a snack.

The Incident: Gupta views
Viktor with intense suspicion,
believing he is a CIA spy.
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The Failure: Paranoia prevents
genuine interaction until Viktor
proves his harmlessness by
letting Gupta X-ray him,
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ORGANIZATIONAL BARRIER 2

The Incident: Dixon strictly
enforces rules, focusing on his
upcoming promotion rather than
human empathy.

The Failure: The system
prioritizes forms (like the blue
form for animals) over the
Russian man’s need for his
dying father's medicine.
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PROJECTION |
R

The Incident: Amelia
consistently misreads men,

The Failure: She sees the |
man the way she wants to see s |
the man, projecting her own
insecurities rather than
communicating honestly
with Viktor. '
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The Transit Lounge: Questions for Your Journey f2

Have you ever felt like

you “fell through the cracks"

in a new country, school, or
organization? How did you
navigate that space?

Think about Viktor
sounding out words from
the TV news. What
unconventional or
creative methods have
you used to acquire a
new language?

r 4 %{h‘“ b
| Amelia struggles with
“rooting for the home
team" (self-sabotage).
Why do you think people
‘often return to familiar

~ situations, even if they
- are flawed'?

Viktor carries a peanut
can representing a
profound promise. What
is an object that symbo-
bolizes a deep personal

- motivation for you?
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NG CALL TRUE OR FALSE‘?
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Viktor is trapped The idiom “catch and Aelia refors to Viktor’s primary
- release” is used by Frank o method for learning
ﬁtégﬁs‘ﬂ: 'i,'"‘i“;"t T Dixon to describe a F L) herselfasa“nut T F English is attending 1 E

"
bureaucratic strategy job" because she =1 formal classes
passport was : works in the airport £
s £l to let Viktor escape Inside the
stolen o his flight. and get arrested. food court. terminal.
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CUSTOMS INTERVIEW: SHORT ANSWER

plain how Viktor l

uses the blue form
(for animals) to
creatively solve the
Russian man's._
problem with !'us
father's medicine.
What does this rgveal
about his English
proﬁciency‘?

In your own words,
what does the idiom
“In a nutshell” mean,

+

Contrast Frank Dixon |
and Viktor Navorski. 1
How do they represent |
g

;
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and how is It used
in the context of
Krakozhia?

the conflict between
“The Rules” and
“Humanity”?
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Safe Travels

-

‘You are as many people as the
languages you speak.’

Language acquisition is a journey
that requires resilience, humor,
and a willingness to step out of
the transit lounge.

Keep practicing, keep speaking, [
and enjoy your destination.
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