The Linguist’s Guide
to Novi Sad

Mastering English Metaphors & Phra_salI
Verbs Through Serbia's Cultural Capita

i

Level:

Intermediate

to Advanced
(B1-C2)
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Nestled (verb):
Sheltered, hidden,

or situated in a S LOC&tiOIl: NeStled

snug, comfortable

position. along the banks of the
=== Danube River.

Belgrade

Identity: Vibrant cultural
/7 capital of Serbia.

Vibrant (adj):
Full of energy

e Proximity: Just an
hour’s drive from
Belgrade.

& NotebookLM



The Anatomy of a Metaphor:
“The Gibraltar of the Danube”

Dating back centuries
(17th Century for
Petrovaradin)

Imposing, fortified
rock face

Strategic waterway
i control h
(Ocean vs. River)

By borrowing the name of a famous global landmark, writers instantly communicate

scale, importance, and strategic history without writing a long historical paragraph.
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Logistics in Action: Phrasal Verbs for the Journey

Setting off from Passing through the Checking in to a
Belgrade Centar on the beautiful Serbian city-center apartment
high-speed SOKO train. countryside in just over or hostel.

half an hour. e
Definition: To start a Desiition: Tortroxel A~ Dﬂﬁhfﬁﬂfﬂ To register
Journey. your arrival at

across or experience

accommodation.
a place en route.
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The Phrasal Verb Equation: f ~
“Soaking it in” o~ f’“’*”'

. To completely F_ 4
9 - e
== absorbandenjoy
your surroundings.

“These pedestrian streets are the

beating heart of Novi Sad... a great
: opportunity to soak In the
city's atmosphere.”

Synonyms: absorb, immerse
oneself, take in.

Antonyms: ignore, rush past.
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Decoding the Guidebook: Literal vs. Figurative

Literal Meaning Figurative Meaning

“The beating heart of The most active,

Novi Sad” vital, and central
(Referring to Zmaj Jovina area of the city

and Dunavska Streets) where life flows.

%> An anatomical
~organ pumping
blood. Gk ey

To completely ii i
captivate or charm \\

“Sweep you off your feet” To physically 5
someone, often ,;. f&a )

(Referring to the city’s knock someone

charm) -1 \: tothe Qm”?ﬂm e unexpectedly. .

Jewel of Serbia ——. Aprecious A highly valued,
(Referring to Fruska Gora X7/ gemstone like a exceptionally

. . ‘_ﬁ-lh . ,
National Park) . diamond or ruby. beautiful natural s | R
torial = | treasure.

oy

b
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The Pace of Life Scale

Tranquil / Restorative Bustling / Electric

Danube Park Fruska Gora ) @mai Jovina Cafés EXIT Festival
Serene Qacic Rolling hille  Haven for Vibrant (aid-back vibe Beating heart
Leisurely ctroll nature lovers Warm hospitality Top mugic festival
Recharge Packed

\_> Notice how the writer shifts adjectives depending on the

physical space, portraying a city of balanced extremes.
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The Traveler Persona Matrix

Y

(Bl The Budget

The Luxury
f‘ Backpacker Lounger

 Accommodation: Hostel Sova e Accommodation: Hotel Pupin
(E£14/night dorms) (modern, sleek)

e Dining: Toster Bar (burgers), e Dining: Traditional Salas dining,
Sweet & Green Bermet wine tasting in Sremski

 Linguistic Focus: “Affordable”, Karlovci editorial
“compact’, “efficient”, “thrifty”, e Linguistic Focus: “Opulent”, =
“vibrant” “exclusive”, “serene”, “rich

\ P / “heritage”, “laid-back”

editorial ’;’ & editorial
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The Lexical Field of Flavor

4

Refined & Sweet

« Bermet (Unique dessert wine)

v

Sample

native to the region j\
quaint

Hearty & Savory

. Cevapi (Grilled minced meat)
« Fish Paprikash (Spicy stew)

( \) traditional BBQ
Tender rich 7

To savor something is to taste |
and enjoy it completely—it implies
slowing down and appreciating
| the moment, matching Novi Sad's
j \ ‘laid-back vibe."

& Spirited \
& Warm

Rakija (Fruit
brandy)

Welcome drink
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Synthesis: Translating the Vibe

/> After setting off from Belgrade, you’'ll quickly discover
ARt s why Novi Sad is the jewel of the north. You can spend the
Legrtore tis morning wandering around the beating heart of the city,

pﬁjE%}Ef soaking in the art nouveau architecture along Dunavska
mastered 12 street. Later, trade the bustling cafes for a leisurely stroll
a‘éﬁZ’.‘.‘éﬁd through the serene oasis of Danube Park to cool off.

Cnclcniﬁf{,m Whether you are exploring the Gibraltar of the Danube or

T ,

unwinding at a local salas, the city’s warm hospitality will
absolutely sweep you off your feet.



Scrapbook Review: Fact or Fiction?

Iﬁ | F 1.If acity has a “laid-back vibe,” the people
there are usually rushing and stressed.

,\/ | T OF 2. The SOKO train takes travelers from Belgrade
to Novi Sad in over two hours.

\J{T . [1F 3.“Soaking in the atmosphere” means you got
caught in the rain without an umbrella.

| F 4. Petrovaradin Fortress is known as the
“Gibraltar of the Danube” due to its strategic
position and imposing rock face.

L s,

(Injooeed s1)) 4°G LY

‘(@1nyn2 ayy buigquosqy) 4 '€

(anoy ue JleH) 4 2
‘(paxelal ate Aay]) 4 'L :SJamsuy

| F 5. A“serene oasis’ is the perfect place to
experience a loud, bustling music festival.
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Over to You: Map Your Own World

The Metaphor The Phrasal Verb The Pace of Life

What is the beating heart of Describe a place in your city Is your city more of a serene *

your hometoxfw?? Write B where tourists love to soak in oasis or a bustling hub? List
sentence explaining why life the atmosphere. What are three advanced adjectives to

flows through that specific

they absorbing there? defend your choice.
street or square.

“A language is only yours once you use it to tell your own story.”
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