sthmian Archive

Curating Panama’s Living Assemblage of Ecology,
Culture, and Monumental Engineering.




Framing the Ecosystem:

e oo g% 8s  The Sustainable Tourism Master Plan
L ‘Environmental Conservation

A public policy enacted in 2021 to transform tourism into
an engine for conservation and community empowerment.

N Minimizing deforestation, protecting
3 endangered species, and promoting Empowering indigenous groups and
£ eco-tourism. preserving traditional livelihoods.
|.-I| r-.ll-|'
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Safeguarding historic sites, traditional Improving sustainable transportation
B iy il A crafts, and intangible practices. and visitor infrastructure.




{The Transfmntler Lun g)
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Scale: 575,000 hectares (Largest protected
area in Central America/Caribbean).

| Ecosystem: Terrestrial. Connects . ---
~ South and Central America.

Biodiversity: 169 mammal
species, 533 bird species. ‘;ﬁ.”
i

Haven for the endangered -
Harpy Eagle and EdH‘d S taprr

Threats: Pan-American Highway gap,
illegal logging, unauthorized settlements.

A Sanctuaries of Isolation:
S it s T A Diagnostic Comparison

97/ Darién National Park

o i,

':;” Scale: 503 km? (island) / 270, 125 ha {pmtected

L"l .1'
(The Evolutionary Labnratnry) “\}? ‘)”{

""'-.

park). Central America’s largest island.

o Ecosystem: Marine & Rainforest.
Isolated by rising oceans 12,000 years ago. & i =

> Biodiversity: 760 fish species,
}@ ﬂ‘[{gﬁb 33 shark species.

=

Endemic Coiba Spinetail &
and Coiba Howler Monkey.

| ' ;a .‘\;‘,3".-{5 §
17 1 3 . NS \\
“n_. el BLIL| (] { 8= 'i
S . . ~|
Protection: Preserved incidentally by ! P'ﬂ Nﬂ Mﬂ \i
operating as Panama’s harshest penal colony '; . LIVE Fﬂﬂ Mﬂﬂﬁ

. S
e —— -
TR e

(1919-2004). UNESCO criteria ix & x.
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f 'Eefendlng the Transfrontie
% {Iﬂre'{}bjectzvﬂ: Achieve a "No ﬂu_1;,_ No Kill" :
| protection standard within 5-6 years. :

E (g
'. A
TR TR

o

i' Lung

i

-.i;_ ,
Ilegal Shide, oty Step 3: SMART Patrolling
s =l Tealls, loggiog h l Equipping rangers with Garmin
) : 2 InReach GPS and park-wide
Step 1: Aerial Mapping & satellite communications.

Threat Assessment |

Identifying illegal skids,
trails, and logging communities.

e

%

J T, e '—h.._:q“"' e ¥ '. ! ; TR i brl III-
Step 2: Technological

Surveillance

Deploying cellular trailcams,
rivercams, and infrared/laser sensors.

Step 4: Community Ecotourism

~ Transitioning local economies from

wildlife poaching to sustainable
nature tourism and birding.




Laxonom 2y Ojf Travel: |
Cultural Autonomy in Guna Yala. ___oumen.

s ada At = The Access Rules =<V
The Archipelago ™
365+ Caribbean islands;

* Mandatory 4x4 vehicle access.
* Passports and entry fees verified
at National Police and Comarcal

. i checkpoints.
4§2mhahtt:dth5r ke Gqﬁ? p""';FIE; . Buatsl:‘:ranspnrt only visitors with Flsi |
o Open o LOUTISm WITthn Tusiic, = | l'.:'-." I
l beachfront cabins, confirmed, pre-arranged . i:.{ .

f . reservations.

Autonomy Model WS | . 7

o

-

No big resorts. Visitors experience
traditional meals, disconnect from
technology, and support 100%
Guna-operated enterprises.

The
Governed by an independent system
of self-rule. Non-Guna operators are

strictly banned as illegal "pirates”.

- e

N
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The Safeguarding Lifecycle
of Intangible Heritage

Phase 1: Inventory Phase 2: Prior &

& Documentation Informed Consent
Cataloging 173 elements across Securing authorization from »
provinces and indigenous comarcas via indigenous congresses and local \

communities to use audiovisual

field research and ethnographic
materials exclusively for education.

interviews.

Phase 4: Transmission
& Revitalization

Funding workshops, formalizing
artisanal IP rights, and organizing
community festivals to pass

knowledge to the youth.

Phase 3: Legal &
Policy Integration "r

Establishing administrative measures

(e.g., Executive Decrees) and bilin
intercultural education in

native tongues.

W
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fiving Artifacts: e,, 1
Craft and Ritual on SRV
the Global Stage  FHdt

: _-::Z;-
{

’t}ﬁ@ (Inscribed 2017)

Ml
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i
i

The Ritual: Festive expressions of
Afro-descendant liberation,
historically practiced in
Palenques.

The Craft: Artisanal processes
weaving talcos, crinejas, and
pintas using the Chonta palm
and natural mud dyes.

The Resilience: Shared across
generations during the Tempo
de Soto season. Revalues history
. through dance, drumming,
and characters that mock
historical oppressors.

The Impact: A community-wide
economic driver.

Men traditionally

construct the hat over wooden
molds, while women weave
the intricate base fibers.

L4 ]
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The Wonder of Work: Engineering as Monumental Earthwork
The Celestial Meccano

The Canal operates as a bridge of water
elevated above sea level, avoiding the
biological mixing of two distinct oceans.

/- The Aesthetic of Concrete
Engineers designed the springing lines of arches

and buttresses purely to save concrete, inadvertently
creating stupendous, decorative compositions.

| The Artlstlc Ledger

« Joseph Pennell (1912): Traveled 15,000
miles to capture the Wonder of Work, realizing
the engineers themselves were the great
designers.

= Robert Smithson: Proposed a film (Panama
Passage) treating the Canal as a massive,
moving sculpture—a sulfur barge transitioning
between oceans.

PANAMA re
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A Striking Overlap: One of the few locations globally
showcasing a profound superimposition of French and ,
Spanish colonial architecture.
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%\ The French Ambition /g
: viag b e « The Panama Canal Museum: Formerly the headquarters of the s - '
o=~ Compagnie Universelle du Canal Interocéanique. ;
« Plaza Francia: An obelisk and monument to Ferdinand de .
> Lesseps and the doomed French attempt at a sea-level canal. \
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g Vs The Spanish Foundation e
I,'ﬁ ' ul #  + Iglesia de San José: Home to the Altar de Oro, famously .3 g
. i hidden from pirate Captain Morgan in the 1670s.
S A i 1 » Las Bovedas: 1670s Spanish vaults built for defense, of 3
, later serving as a barracks and prison. : |
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vl " The Highland Shift: Altitudinal Biodiversity

Volcan Baru

- @ j = e
-
- The Apex i };3? -
t Volcan Bard, Panama's <7 i

= tallest peak, offering | P ; '%’
. challenging ascents and LT(* 8~ iy £
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Boquete’s Bounty

World-famous Geisha
coffee farms, cascading
waterfalls, and hot
springs fueled by
volcanic activity.

S N7 8
</ SANYSAS The Lost Waterfalls Trail |

A ru%%ed, boulder-strewn

hike through heavy mud
and roots, culminating in
three spectacular cascades
dropping over black
volcanic rock.

The Chiriqui Hig_hlands‘i_‘i

A dramatic climatic break
from the tropical lowlands,
characterized by clean
mountain air and dense
cloud forests.
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* The Living Assemblage: Forging a Sustainable Future

The Synthesis: Panama is not merely a transit point between oceans; it is a carefully curated
laboratory for sustainable coexistence.

S
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F Ecological Sanctuaries

- \’

/=~ Monumental Ambition ‘\a}

I'f; From the pristine marine : .; A legacy of earth-shaping 1'

~{% evolution of Coiba to the engineering that bridges
a0 transfrontier lung of worlds while respecting
’é" the Darién. : natural boundaries.
ke wge
.I.p.. "::-_ o -

_ g

\ = The Ultimate Master Plar.l‘i

A Integrating these facets ensures
Panama remains a premium i

Z Intangible Resilience £
> | = destination for ethical travel, _

Communities actively

safeguarding the Pintao NS ST - R found biodiversi d
o . A N/ Y Tk A Y N, profound biodiversity, an
; Eﬁi‘f&.ﬂ:ﬁ&% r;:uals, and ;;?;‘f NS - | \ L cultural pride.
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