Sil. T.ffL;Mastering advanced English vocabulary,
shifting registers, and cultural
metaphors in the wild.

Alebrije $ Target Level: B2-C2
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|| ) Context ic key!
Think beyond

literal
tranglation

The Traveler )

Master native-level idioms
and informal phrasal verbs
used to describe natural

Focus on descriptors
for landscapes.

= = o & "

H '
r R A
T ey

Crls ;
L E Y
E
i

Mission Briefing
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non-verbal ¢

The Artisan
Decode complex cultural

ynamics and metaphorical
Ianguage iIn Mexican art
and gastronomy.

More than food -
it’e identity!

Eccential for
understanding
es.

) —

Critical for

= g
negotiation.
The Advocate

Analyze formal, persuaswe

enwrnnmental policyyand

ourism.

(

Current global  Interconnected
relevance. themee!
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Mexico has its fair
share of natural
wonders...

Chicheén Itza
completely blew
me away...

Campeche had me
under its spe
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summary % epneay i
After the Mexican Revolution, —— y
artisans rejected European ideals V
reinvent a national identity. In the C
1940s, woodcarver Manuel =

il

Jiménez saw an opportunity to é/
capitalize on the demand for local

crafts, maintaining aon M
" &

the trade for decades.
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monotonous: Boring, repetitive.
re{egated to: Downgraded or assigned to.

-

Human Dynamics

The Men & Boys

- Task: Wood gathering and carving.

x Language Note: The text describes

sanding as a monotonous (boring,
repetitive) job that is relegated to
~—7 (downgraded or assigned to)

i children or unskilled labor.

: The Division of Labor

- Task: Painting and detailing.

- Language Note: Women create }’

| the most intricate (highly detailed

| and complex) patterns. A superior

| piece is judged by how the eyes
are painted.

\‘.'\-
i - T

Ay,

Highly detailed and
and complex.

“ intricate
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elements

Merging distinct

A lS\p::mish European\x

Syncretism /

Tequitqui
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The Concept

> Syncretism is the blending of '["'
different religious or cultural ||
beliefs into a new system.

/ pES i

The Action

Spanish architectural models
wered@/ngﬁanteﬁ)(muved from
one place o another) to Mexico.

N Jo move or trancfer ——

B The Result

Indigenous
Stone Carving

\ Pre -M's’pan e
fechniquee & Motife

7\

Indigenous artisans blended
these designs with their own
ancient techniques, creating

a unigue, two-dimensional
Mestizo Baroque style. JE
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Cultural Dossier

Metapharicaf
K’_ﬁﬂﬂtﬂ(
Food X (A7 Textiles
"...strengthening A\ 2y The ‘World Treg’
Cﬁmmunit@jé\ universal foliaeg; :
creating an ; Like tying natif
atmosphere O a rope — ;
togetherness." metapfdﬂf'! pie Universal C'ahcepc,/
v : Q Fraurative (anquage
Me%”“;}"f“’/’ arbagt st
oots!

Teacher’s Note: Figurative Language Alert
Notice how English treats society like a physical object. We “strengthen

bonds” (like tying a rope) and talk about the “fabric of society” or
“weaving traditions together.” The “Tree of Life” acts as a metaphor for
deep historical roots and branching generations.




The Reglster Shlft
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Informal / Expressive Formal / Academic

.l‘ Il
b

) (The Tourist) -* (The Researcher) l
i AN ~ Abstract nouns! i
' _5"“Chiapas blew me_away - a whale 2 &, “Tourism efficiency depends on the

capacity to strategically integrate
cultural and natural resources.”

\- Abstract nouns! [l

» Features: Abstract nouns (efficiency,
capacity), passive structures, objective |
categorization (naturai resources).. H

diomatic  State of raw,
expression!

Subjective

emotion!
e Features: Phrasal verbs,

emotional idioms, subjective
adjectives (raw).
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\ Objec Objective category!

P j};’? Y _" — H’I :
‘Raw beauty’ in casual English translates to ‘natural

The Takeaway: resource endowment’ in academic English.
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a4 BIOLOGICAL CORRIDORS
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Field Notes

The Environmental Conflict

The Asset:

The Gulf of California World Heritage
Site, renowned for extraordinary
biodiversity and@ndemism)(species
found nowhere else). K _ up.,u?uefo

regwn.
The Threat:

The Saguaro LNG Project. While built
outside the site, massive gas-transporting
vessels will traverse its waters.

. of trpact]
Key Vocabulary: Direct

- Habitat degradation: Ruining the )
natural environment.
- Exacerbate: To make a bad situation

worse, 1\ Ma}(i"lg ;}warsﬂf




Official Communication Analysis

To: UNESCO World Heritage Centre MM gfhﬁ/!'ﬁ NotBS'
Date: October 26, 2023 -r
Subject: Urgent Concerns Regarding the Saguaro LNG Project and |

the Gulf of California World Heritage Site Polite but firm diplomatic ._
Dear Director, Ll ;

We write to(express our deep concerpregarding the proposed A danger with many different |
Saguaro LNG Project.Thisdevelopment and its associated shipping parts (noise, <pills, chip ctrikes). |

routes(pose a multifaceted threapto the ecological integrity and
Outstanding Universal Value of the Gulf of California. We strongly d |
Irge Mexico to halt)any further progression of this project and to ——$ $ Lronger than ack or recommend. |
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o
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conauct a comprehensive environmental impact assessment. We tronaly advice stopping.
emphasize the need for all parties to wornternatinnal fo < 77 ()
conservation bodies to ensure the protection of this vital marine

ecosystem. ' Formal idiom meaning together

or in cooperation with.

R o= et e

Sincerely,

[ S’thature]

Coalition for the Gulf




The cost of extraction.

Vocabulary:

Degradation,

Clear-cutting,

Disruption of ecological balance.

The goal of conservation.

Vocabulary: Mainstreaming

biodiversity-friendly practices,
e ' Mitigation,

Ecosystem services.
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A visual representation of the multifaceted threat to Mesoamerican biological corridors.
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Synthesis Text

Mexico represents a
masterclass in modern
syncretism—not just
blending Spanish and
Indigenous art, but
attempting to balance
ancienttraditionswith

intense modern economic
(pressures

economic
Pressurﬁ —

=T T =T

/' 2. Economic '
|  Growth
(Tourism/LNG)

)
lllllll
o

Insight Box

1. Cultural
Heritage The language we use shapes
(Art/Food) this balance. The tourist

consumes the beauty, the
academic measures the
efficiency, and the advocate
fights to protect the
ecosystem.

The heart of
| the identity

T\-..._ Complex ﬂ "
Ethbrrum
i Motion

/ Environmental \
|l Conservation

The fﬂuhdgﬂﬁﬂﬁ

for survival
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Fact Check

Alebrijes are an ancient, pre-Columbian art I:I T
form dating back thousands of years.
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False D Not Given :

(1940¢)
The Saguaro LNG Project facility is being
constructed directly inside the protected |:| True False |:| Not Given
World Heritage Site. (vessels traverse it

but it ic built outside)

et -
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UNESCO officially recognized Mexican
gastronomy as an Intangible Cultural Heritage D False |:| Not Given
3\ of Humanity in 2010.
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We discussed food an
traditions as the “fabric”
of a society. What

food or cultural
tradition represents the
fabric of your own
community?

Over to You: Discussion & C

/_\\
Panel 2 (Idiom):

Panel 1 (Metaphor):

Describe a travel
destination or natural
wonder that completely
blew you away. Why did it
have you under its spell?

Panel 3 (Debate): L

: . Focus
Using formal, persuasive  o»

languageargueXfor or e
against this statement: "¢
"Economic projects (like
LNG terminals) should
never be allowed near
World Heritage sites."
(Try to use: urge,
exacerbate, mitigate).
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Vocabulary Cheat Sheet

To deeply impress.

& 1. Blew me away (idiom):

6. Syncretism (noun): The blending of
different beliefs or schools of thought.

B 2. Under its spell‘

Captivated or fascinated.

3. Capitalize on (phrasal verb): To
take advantage of an opportunity.

4. Relegated to

Downgraded to

a less important position/task.

5. Intricate (adj). Very complicated or

| detailed.

e e e,

/. Exacerbate (verb). To make a bad
situation worse.

8. In concert with (idiom). Working

together with.

9. Multifaceted (adj): Having many

different aspects or sides.

10. Mainstreaming (verb): Integrating a

concept into general practice. \ ReVIEW | \
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